[image: ]




BRISTON COMMUNITY NURSERY SCHOOL LIMITED
BEHAVIOUR POLICY

Company number  5379895
Ofsted numbers
Nursery - EY317355
Preschool – EY2588828
















Policy Statement

Briston Community Nursery School Ltd (BCNS) aim to provide a setting where each and every child feels accepted and valued.  We want each child to feel happy and to grow in confidence, whatever their needs.  We want all children to develop friendly and helpful behaviour.  We will work in partnership with parents in managing a child’s behaviour consistently and openly.

Procedures
· All practitioners have joint responsibility for issues concerning the management of behaviour.
· Christine Morgan and Katie Andrews, who are SENCOs, will consult over any incidents that are of a serious nature.
· The Supervisors will ensure that staff have regular support with behaviour management through supervisions and staff meetings.
· New staff should be familiarised with the nursery’s behaviour policy and guidelines.
· Staff will only use physical restraint as a last resort to prevent a child from injuring themselves or other children/adults.
· Staff must have due regard to Safeguarding Children Policy when dealing with behaviour situations.

Expectations of all adults within the nursery
· All staff, volunteers and students are to be positive models by treating children, parents, colleagues and all others within the nursery with friendliness, care, courtesy and respect.
· All practitioners, students or visitors in BCNS are to adhere to the procedures, strategies and expectations outlined in this policy, and to be consistent in their application.
· All practitioners, students or visitors will recognise that codes for interacting with other people vary between cultures.

Strategies
It is not acceptable to use physical punishment, and we aim to create a framework for managing children’s behaviour by making our expectations clear to children and parents.
Adults will:
· Provide children with warm and nurturing relationships.
· Give children time to respond to instructions or requests.
· Praise and endorse desirable behaviour such as kindness and willingness to share.
· Handle any conflict positively by helping children to find solutions in ways which are appropriate for children’s ages and stages of development. For example; distraction, praise and reward.
· Help children identify unacceptable behaviour and promote ways to help them cope more appropriately.
· Facilitate teaching co-operation and interaction such as turn taking and learning how to wait.
· Acknowledge children’s feelings by verbalising their unhappiness or excitement.
· Avoid creating situations in which children receive adult attention only in return for undesirable behaviour.
· Never socially isolate children.
· Not to shout or use raised voices in a threatening way in response to children’s behaviour.
· Use observations as a tool to identify activities or parts of the nursery day that may be causing a child difficulties, and to instigate any changes flexibly.

Children under three years
· When children under three behave in inconsiderate ways we recognise that strategies for supporting them will need to be developmentally appropriate from those for older children.
· We recognise that babies and very young children are unable to regulate their own emotions, such as fear, anger or distress, and require sensitive adults to help them do this.
· Common inconsiderate or hurtful behaviours of young children include tantrums, biting or fighting.  Staff must be calm and patient, offering comfort to intense emotions, helping children to manage their feelings and talk about them to help resolve issues and promote understanding.
· If tantrums, biting or fighting are frequent, we try to find out from parents or carers if there is an underlying cause – such as a change or upheaval at home.  Sometimes the behaviour may be the result of ‘separation anxiety’.
· We focus on ensuring that the child and their key person are building a strong relationship to provide security to the child.

Rough and tumble play and fantasy aggression
Young children often engage in play that has aggressive themes – such as superhero and weapon play; some children appear pre-occupied with these themes, but their behaviour is not necessarily a precursor to hurtful behaviour or bullying, although it may be inconsiderate at times and may need addressing using strategies as above.  

Partnership with parents
· Staff will discuss any areas of concern regarding children’s behaviour with parents as soon as it is appropriate to do so.  A behaviour incident form is available if the staff feel the child’s behaviour needs to be monitored.
· We always value what parents and carers have to tell us about their child’s behaviour and can use this information to plan our approaches.
· If a child’s behaviour needs an individual approach, we will discuss and share the plan with parents and carers and review it regularly with them.
· Observational records may be used to ascertain the cause of the behaviour, staff will consult parents on their findings.
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